
Democracy by Design:
Participatory Research for
Public Transformation

Where:Oslo School of
ArchitectureandDesign
(AHO)

When:19to20August2026

Howarepublicsystemsshaped,bywhom,
andfor whosefutures?TheDemocracyby
Designsymposiumbringstogether
researchers,PhDcandidates,and
public-sectorpractitionersworkingin
participatorydesign,actionresearch,
servicedesign,andpublic-sector
innovation.Amidgrowingthreatsto
democracy,thesymposiumreconnects
Scandinavianparticipatoryresearch
traditionswithcontemporarychallengesin
publicsystems.It exploreshowdemocratic
participationcansit atthecoreofpublic
transformationtoday.

Democracyby Designoffersa spacefor
dialogueandjointagenda-setting.Through
shortkeynoteseeders,jointexploration,
andcollectivedialogue,wewill tracethe
historicallineagesofparticipatoryresearch
in Scandinavia,discusscontemporary
tensions,andidentifyfuturedirectionsfor
democratizingpublic systems.

Thesymposiumis freeandco-hostedby theResearch
GrouponPublicDesigningat theOsloSchoolof
ArchitectureandDesignandWelFare,theNordicResearch
CenterforWellbeingandSocialSustainabilityatNTNU.

PROGRAM

Wednesday19August
15:00to 19:00
PhD Meet & Connect
For doctoraland early-careerresearchers
workingwithparticipation,design,andpublic
transformation.Followedbyanoptional
informaldinneratparticipants'owncost.

Thursday20August
10:00to16:30

Mainsymposium
Keynotesconnectingthe lineageofaction
research,participatorydesign,and
contemporarypublic-sectortransformation.
Dialogicworkshopondemocratizingthe
transformationofpublicsystemsthrough
research.

18:00

Freesymposiumdinner

RegistrationbyAugust10th:
https://forms.gle/UHNsLuWxnkV4A
EMf8

https://forms.gle/UrzXEED5TBnBuQkV6

