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How are public systems shaped, by whom,
and for whose futures? The Democracy by
Design symposium brings together
researchers, PhD candidates, and
public-sector practitioners working in
participatory design, action research,
service design, and public-sector
innovation. Amid growing threats to
democracy, the symposium reconnects
Scandinavian participatory research
traditions with contemporary challenges in
public systems. It explores how democratic
participation can sit at the core of public
transformation today.

Democracy by Design offers a space for
dialogue and joint agenda-setting. Through
short keynote seeders, joint exploration,
and collective dialogue, we will trace the
historical lineages of participatory research
in Scandinavia, discuss contemporary
tensions, and identify future directions for
democratizing public systems.
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Wednesday 19 August
15:00 t019.00

PhD Meet & Connect

For doctoral and early-career researchers
working with participation, design, and public
transformation. Followed by an optional
informal dinner at participants’ own cost.

Thursday 20 August

1000 t0 16:30

Main symposium

Keynotes connecting the lineage of action
research, participatory design, and
contemporary public-sector transformation.
Dialogic workshop on democratizing the
transformation of public systems through
research.

1800
Free symposium dinner
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The symposiumis free and co-hosted by the Research
Group on Public Designing at the Oslo School of
Architecture and Design and WellFare, the Nordic Research
Center for Wellbeing and Social Sustainability at NTNU.

Registration by August 10th:
https/forms.gle/UHNsLUWxnkV4A
EMf8


https://forms.gle/UrzXEED5TBnBuQkV6

